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ROY HILL IRON ORE PROJECT 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.08 pm]: As at September 2013, 
Western Australia had an estimated $146 billion worth of resource projects under construction or in the 
committed stage of development. One of the projects currently under construction is the Roy Hill iron ore 
project, 115 kilometres north of Newman. I had the opportunity to visit Roy Hill’s integrated operation from 
mine site to port on Friday, 8 November, accompanied by the Association of Mining and Exploration 
Companies. 

Ginbata airport, with its 2.5 kilometre-long runway, is currently serviced four times per week by Qantas to 
transport workers in and out of the mine site, and has been designed to receive Boeing 737 aircraft. Early site 
works are rapidly progressing at the mine site, including extensive civil earthworks for the mine processing 
plant. Yesterday it was announced that Downer EDI Limited had been awarded the contract for early mining 
services. The 2 000-bed accommodation village is almost complete and sets a new Australian standard for 
remote mining operations, with impressive amenities such as an auditorium, gymnasium and swimming pool. A 
cricket pitch is currently under construction. When we flew along the 344-kilometre rail alignment, we could see 
the progress of the site works, with four completed 300-bed rail construction villages already in place, and also 
the early work that has already begun on the construction of 11 rail bridges by Western Australian firm Centrals. 
When I visited Port Hedland, I saw the 1 200-room village at South Hedland, the early establishment of the 
flash-butt rail yards, the relocation of water and gas utility lines and the construction of the road to the new berth 
at the port. 
It is expected that mining will begin in 2015 and the first ore is scheduled to be loaded on ship in 
September 2015. The expected output is 55 million tonnes per annum at full production for an approximately 20-
year mine life. More than 1 000 people are employed across the project sites, and this is expected to peak at more 
than 3 000 in late 2014. The project is providing construction jobs and opportunities for Western Australian 
companies. Once fully operational, there will be 2 000 full-time employees across the company. I am very much 
encouraged by the high level of local content and participation by Western Australian firms. The new corporate 
headquarters, to be located at the Perth international airport business precinct, will be constructed by Western 
Australian regional firm Perkins Builders. 

Western Australia remains the nation’s leading mining investment destination, attracting 51 per cent of total 
national capital spending, which is now valued at a record $95 billion. New capital expenditure by the state’s 
mining industry has grown at an annual rate of 23 per cent during the five years to 2012–13. This dominance of 
the resources sector in Australia’s economy is expected to continue given the number of projects that have been 
expanded or developed, such as the Roy Hill mine, particularly iron ore and LNG projects. This is further 
supported with a further $97 billion worth of projects being identified as either planned or possible in coming 
years.  
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